Cecchetti Ballet Examinations

I thought it might be useful to explain more fully, the Cecchetti ballet examination system.

The Cecchetti Society Faculty is part of the ISTD (Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing) and offers candidates the chance to take ballet examinations.  There are 4 types of ballet examination:

· Class examinations (Pre-Primary, Primary, Standards 1-6) are taken by the teacher in the form of a class, in groups of 4, with an examiner present.  The teacher may not give personal corrections but can offer encouragement.  These examinations are ideal for the “once a week” pupil, for whom dancing is an enjoyable hobby.  There is more emphasis on musicality, enjoyment, improvisation and sense of performance than technical ability per se.  The minimum age limit for Pre-primary is 5 years. 

· General Graded examinations (Grades 1-6) are taken without the teacher present in the studio.  Candidates are entered 2 at a time.  Where there is an odd number of candidates at a level, 3 may be entered.  These examinations are more formal than the class examinations.  Candidates must know the syllabus well and be able to answer theory questions.  There becomes a greater emphasis on technique as the grades progress and so, as the work becomes more demanding, it becomes increasingly necessary to have a good classical physique.  As a result, therefore, grade examinations are not suitable for everyone.  Pupils may learn the grade work in preparation for the next standard level, but will not necessarily take the examination.  Entrance into grade examinations will be at the principal’s discretion.  The minimum age limit for Grade 1 is 8 years.

· Vocational Graded examinations (Intermediate Foundation, Intermediate, Advanced 1, Advanced 2, Enrico Cecchetti Diploma) are a pathway to the professional examinations and are normally taken by those wishing to pursue a career in dance.  Pointe work is obligatory in all major examinations.  The minimum age limit for Intermediate Foundation is 12 years.   

· Professional examinations lead to teaching qualifications.  Ofqual has approved  the following ISTD professional examinations.  At present, the order is as follows: Level 3 Diploma in Dance Instruction (DDI), Level 4 Diploma in Dance Education (DDE), Licenciate, minimum age 23 years, Fellowship, minimum age 28 years. 

I hope this helps answer a few questions that you may have had regarding examination procedures.  Please contact me if there is anything that you wish to discuss further regarding the above.

Regards, 

Lisa Christian 

